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never saw the light in terms of sub-
committee. It never had the oppor-
tunity of being heard in full com-
mittee. It never had the opportunity so
that we could provide some amend-
ments.

In fact, I presumed that when the
leadership heard we had some amend-
ments to try to improve the bill, they
chose to bring it on the House floor
without the process that this body has
allowed through the ages to allow an
opportunity for us to be able to influ-
ence. It is unfortunate. It is a good bill;
yet we need to understand that we need
to improve this bill.

Madam Speaker, tuition rates
throughout this country have risen.
The studies show that even the fees in
a lot of universities are higher. We
need to make sure that our veterans
get what they deserve, not only a proc-
ess but a service.
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THE PRICE OF GAS

(Mr. PENCE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PENCE. Madam Speaker, I rise
today because I am outraged. I am out-
raged that Americans are paying in
some places in Indiana upwards to $2 a
gallon for gasoline. Families across
this country are being hurt by the fluc-
tuating cost of fueling their cars. Stop-
ping at the pump is no longer a routine
function.

We have heard of sticker shock,
Madam Speaker. Now we have been in-
troduced this summer to pump sticker
shock.

For years our colleagues in the other
party have been actively working
against opening new refineries and
other methods of increasing the domes-
tic supply of oil and gasoline. They
have tried to demonize the oil industry
of late and place the blame for rising
costs squarely on the shoulders of ex-
ecutives and CEOs. Their political
ploys have cost American drivers mil-
lions at the pump and have increased
our reliance on foreign oil to such an
extent that 60 percent of our oil comes
from abroad.

Madam Speaker, I am happy to say
that our President is leading on in-
creased energy independence and the
Republican majority in this body
stands with him to end the day of
pump shock in this summer and in the
months ahead for American families.
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CONGRESSIONAL ACTION NEEDED
REGARDING OUT-OF-STATE WASTE

(Mrs. JO ANN DAVIS of Virginia
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend her remarks.)

Mrs. JO ANN DAVIS of Virginia.
Madam Speaker, I rise today to note
the recent decision of the Fourth Cir-
cuit Court of Appeals upholding the

district court opinion that Virginia
cannot limit out-of-State waste com-
ing into its borders because such re-
strictions violate the Commerce Clause
of the Constitution. This court decision
makes the necessity of Congress pass-
ing interstate waste legislation all the
more urgent and compelling.

With the determination of the courts
that State regulation of the interstate
hauling of garbage violates the Com-
merce Clause, it is now time for Con-
gress to specifically empower States to
curb the amount of trash coming into
landfills from outside the State.

The natural beauty of Virginia
should not be degraded by out-of-State
trash so that out-of-State haulers and
trucking companies can reap benefits.
Virginians have spoken on this issue
and legislation was consequently
passed and signed by the Governor that
restricted the entrance of interstate
waste into the Commonwealth, but
then was struck down by the Federal
courts.

Congress needs to act now to return
this issue back to the States where the
voices of the people can be heard.

f

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS TO
CONGRESSIONAL-EXECUTIVE
COMMISSION ON THE PEOPLE’S
REPUBLIC OF CHINA

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs.
BIGGERT). Without objection, and pur-
suant to section 303(a) of Public Law
106–286, the Chair announces the
Speaker’s appointment of the following
Members of the House to the Congres-
sional-Executive Commission on the
People’s Republic of China:

Mr. BEREUTER, Nebraska, cochair-
man;

Mr. LEACH, Iowa;
Mr. DREIER, California;
Mr. WOLF, Virginia;
Mr. PITTS, Pennsylvania.
There was no objection.
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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
announces that she will postpone fur-
ther proceedings today on each motion
to suspend the rules on which a re-
corded vote or the yeas and nays are
ordered, or on which the vote is ob-
jected to under clause 6 of rule XX.

Any record votes on postponed ques-
tions will be taken after debate has
concluded on all motions to suspend
the rules, but not before 6 p.m. today.

f

21ST CENTURY MONTGOMERY GI
BILL ENHANCEMENT ACT

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Madam
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules
and pass the bill (H.R. 1291) to amend
title 38, United States Code, to increase
the amount of educational benefits for
veterans under the Montgomery GI
Bill.

The Clerk read as follows:
H.R. 1291

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘21st Century
Montgomery GI Bill Enhancement Act’’.
SEC. 2. INCREASE IN RATES OF BASIC EDU-

CATIONAL ASSISTANCE UNDER
MONTGOMERY GI BILL.

(a) IN GENERAL.—(1) Section 3015(a)(1) of
title 38, United States Code, is amended to
read as follows:

‘‘(1) for an approved program of education
pursued on a full-time basis, at the monthly
rate of—

‘‘(A) for months occurring during fiscal
year 2002, $800,

‘‘(B) for months occurring during fiscal
year 2003, $950,

‘‘(C) for months occurring during fiscal
year 2004, $1,100, and

‘‘(D) for months occurring during a subse-
quent fiscal year, the amount for months oc-
curring during the previous fiscal year in-
creased under subsection (h); or’’.

(2) Section 3015(b)(1) of such title is amend-
ed to read as follows:

‘‘(1) for an approved program of education
pursued on a full-time basis, at the monthly
rate of—

‘‘(A) for months occurring during fiscal
year 2002, $650,

‘‘(B) for months occurring during fiscal
year 2003, $772,

‘‘(C) for months occurring during fiscal
year 2004, $894, and

‘‘(D) for months occurring during a subse-
quent fiscal year, the amount for months oc-
curring during the previous fiscal year in-
creased under subsection (h); or’’.

(b) CPI ADJUSTMENT.—No adjustment in
rates of educational assistance shall be made
under section 3015(h) of title 38, United
States Code, for fiscal years 2002, 2003, and
2004.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
New Jersey (Mr. SMITH) and the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. EVANS) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New Jersey (Mr. SMITH).

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Madam
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

Madam Speaker, today the House of
Representatives has an historic oppor-
tunity to reaffirm our commitment to
veterans, promote higher education,
boost military recruitment and reten-
tion and strengthen the ladder of op-
portunity by passing H.R. 1291, the 21st
Century Montgomery GI Bill Enhance-
ment Act.

This legislation, which I introduced
on March 29 with 57 cosponsors, includ-
ing my good friend and colleague the
gentleman from Illinois (Mr. EVANS),
now has over 100 cosponsors and is sup-
ported by almost two dozen veterans
service, military and higher education
organizations as well as Secretary of
Veterans Affairs Anthony Principi. The
bill responds to the rising costs of col-
lege education by providing a 70 per-
cent increase in total benefits to eligi-
ble veterans in less than 3 years.

Not since the enactment of the Mont-
gomery GI Bill in 1985 have we had the
opportunity to vote for such a dra-
matic increase in veterans educational
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